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The President’'s Message.

Now, here’s my report to the convention:

There have been requests for copies of the short speech I gave at the Episcopal Dio-
cese of North Carolina’s annual convention, held last January in High Point. It is re-
printed here. First, though, a few comments to help put it in perspective.

The Rev. Rick Lindsey, rector of All Saints' Church in Hilton Head Island, South

Carolina has said, "Faith is that point of departure that claims our will, to do and be

that which seems impossible. It is not the abundance of talent that is at stake, rather

the faith to allow God to shape our lives and by that holy movement, to that which

God has given us." These words resonate with me in large measure because so many

Episcopal women do step out in faith day in and day out, using what God has provided to further mission and
ministry. This is what our organized sisterhood is all about, and this is what we need to be shouting from the
mountaintops. We cannot afford, literally or figuratively, to miss any opportunity to tell the story of Episcopal
Church Women and what we are accomplishing by giving back that which God has given.

(Continued on page 2)

Staying in Touch

The Executive Board of the Diocesan
ECW wants everyone to have the in-
formation they need about ECW pro-
grams and activities when they need it.
That means we are always on the look-
out for better and easier ways to com-
municate with one another.

For instance, the web site of the ECW
in North Carolina is updated regularly;
new information is added at least once

a week. Visit the web site, today by
going to www.ecw-nc.org. You’ll find
everything from devotions to registra-
tion information for the upcoming Al-
tar Guild Festival.

Also, we have instituted a new e-mail
system. Previously, if you wanted to
send an electronic message to a board
member you had to either memorize
their personal address or rush to find
an ECW directory. You don’t have to
do that anymore. Nor is it a concern if
someone decides to change their ad-
dress or Internet service provider.

Why? Because addresses for board
members have been standardized and
relate directly to a position no matter
who happens to be doing the job. That
is, if you have a question for the treas-

urer send it to treasurer@ecw-nc.org.
If you want to communicate with the
United Thank Offering coordinator, e-
mail: uto@ecw-nc.org. Want to know
what’s going on with the ECW in the
Winston-Salem convocation? Send an
email to winstonsalem@ecw-nc.org.
Correspondence about the Lex
Mathews Scholarship program can be
directed to lexmathews@ecw-nc.org.
And so it goes.

All contact information for the Execu-
tive Board, including e-mail addresses,
can be found in this newsletter as well
as on the web site (click on “About
Us”.) Please don’t hesitate to contact
us with questions, comments or con-
cerns. —Lisa H. Towle
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(Continued from page 1)
Good morning!

My name is Lisa Towle and | bring you greetings from
the Episcopal Church Women.

Last November 8", at St. Timothy’s Church in Winston-
Salem, | was installed as president of the Diocesan ECW
by our Bishop Suffragan, Gary Gloster. That day and
every day since, | have, in ways big and small, been re-
minded of the legacy of ECW — which dates to 1871 —
and our missionary roots. It was 133 years ago that the
Women’s Auxiliary to the Board of Missions was estab-
lished by General Convention.

The women | follow in this job have, each in their own
way, worked to build on the collegiality and mission we
all share. They are known to many of you: Sylvia Nash.
Gail Fennimore. Shara Partin. Carolyn Darst. Mittie
Landi. June Gregory. May Grimsley. Scott Evans
Hughes. And the list goes on.

They and | are but the tip of an iceberg, for known or un-
known, an army of women are out there contributing to
the health and welfare of the Diocese of North Carolina
every single day. We are making disciples and making a
difference.

Through the discipline of regular offerings for prayers of
thanks and praise — United Thank Offerings — we have
made a difference in the lives of the people of La Guada-

lupana and St. Mark’s in Wilson. In 2003, they received a

sizeable UTO grant -- $30,000. The difference this
money will make in their community will, I believe, help
form disciples.

Through the Church Periodical Club, the ministry of the
word, we have made a difference in the lives of many,
many seminarians and parishes too poor to afford prayer
books, hymnals and other worship-enhancing literature.

Through the Lex Mathews Scholarship Fund we have

made a difference in the lives of adult women seeking to

better their circumstances through education. With that
difference comes disciples.

And in March, acting in concert with Thompson Chil-
dren’s Home, we will launch a literacy project that will
make a difference in the lives of pre-schoolers and by
extension their families. Yet more disciples.

And the list goes on.

We are a spiritual, worshiping, educating, outreaching
community of believers who will continue to look for
ways in which to help our parishes and each others fulfill
the call to embrace mission and discipleship.

I want to take this moment to thank both of our bishops
for supporting our lay-led ministry. They don’t just talk
the talk, they have walked the walk when it comes to af-
firming and encouraging Episcopal Church Women.

I also give a heartfelt thank you to the clergy who have
welcomed the ECW year in and year out.

For those who may not know of ECW — and even for
those who do — you will be hearing more from us and
about us as, | hope, better communication will be a hall-
mark of my tenure. As a start, | invite you to visit our
new and first-ever web site! That’s www.ecw-nc.org

For all the women who came before me, for the women
here now, and in preparation for the generations to come,
it is my prayer that we continue in faith and vision so the
work in our parishes ... in our diocese ... in our world ...
grows in God’s way.

Here we are Lord. The E C W. Send us.
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