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A t last summer’s General Convention/ECW Trien-
nial in Minneapolis, a worship service was held 
every morning. Incorporated into those services 
was something called “Bible conversation time.” 

These ten minute, small group discussions concentrated on 
the readings of the day and came with guiding questions 
from the preacher. It was always a useful exercise, but 
some things stayed with me more than others. One of the 
keepers was 1 Peter 5:1-4 (“…I exhort the elders among 
you to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercis-
ing the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as 
God would have you do it – not for sordid gain but eagerly 
…”). And then there were these questions: “What dream 
are you living?” “What dream are you being called to 
build?” 
The exhortation to steadfastness isn’t all that’s going on 
here, though that is plenty to contemplate. I also hear the 

echo of leadership -- servant 
leadership to be specific, and the 
equally powerful idea of step-
ping out in faith. As Episcopal 
Church Women and for the most 
part lay people, we do indeed 
have ministerial responsibilities. 
God has given us many opportu-
nities to serve; this newsletter is 
chock full of examples. But are 
we living into our ministries as best we can? What kind of 
leaders are we? Do we understand the dream we’re being 
called to build in our parishes and in our diocese and be-
yond? If not, what would happen if we did? 
These aren’t the easiest of topics, but they are, I think, 
among the most worthwhile. That’s why I’d like 
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Look for details, including 
registration information, in 
the September issue of  
ECW Works and on the Di-
ocesan ECW web site 
(www.ecw-nc.org). And 
remember that while the 
meeting is open, only repre-
sentatives from those 
branches who have paid 
their 2004 pledge may cast 
votes. 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Episcopal Church Women of 
the Diocese of North Carolina 
will take place on Thursday, 

November 4 and Friday, 

November 5, 2004. Hosted by 
the women of the Charlotte 
Convocation, it will be held at 
The Summit Conference  
Center 

Save the Date for Annual Meeting 
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ECW, the single largest ministry in the Diocese of 
North Carolina, to talk about them (there’s that bet-
ter communications thing again.) You’ll be hearing 
more about this. Soon. For now, though, consider the 
last part of 1 Peter 5:1-4: “ …but be examples to the 
flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you 
will win the crown of glory that never fades away.” 
 
 
FINANCIAL NEWS 
Betty Temple, Treasurer 

treasurer@ecw-nc.org.   
 
Chapter treasurers are 
reminded that at least 
50% of their chapter’s 
annual pledge was due by 
May 1st.  Many chapters 
have paid their total 
pledge; however, at press 

time approximately half of our pledging chapters had 
not made a payment for this year.  Please check your 
records and mail your pledge payment if you haven’t 
already done so. 
 
Pledge checks and donations to other funds should 
be mailed to me at 1003 St. Patrick St., Tarboro, NC 
27886.  If you have questions, contact me at 252-
823-6854 or e-mail me at treasurer@ecw-nc.org.   
 

Living the Baptismal 
Covenant – Part II 

Polly Redd, Secretary of Christian Education 
christianeducation@ecw-nc.org 

 
“Will you proclaim by word and example t 

he Good News of God in Christ?” 
 
Someone this week gave me a 4x8 inch sheet of paper 
entitled 10 Ways to be a Great Parent. They thought I 
might use it for an article in our church’s newsletter. It 
includes the normal things we all really know about par-
enting, such as praise, respect, hugs, family time, keeping 
your word with children, and building self-esteem, but it 
was the very first item in the list that got my attention. It 
said, “Be a good role model. Your child learns from the 
example you set.”  

 
Most Sunday mornings we hear a Bible reading and ser-
mon on the example Jesus set for us to follow. Many of 
the readings leading up to Pentecost tell of the example 
set by Peter, Paul, James, and the other disciples as they 
preached the Good News of Christ to the world. Our job 
here and now as adult members of the Church is to be the 
example for others, particularly for the children in our 
parishes. Believe me when I say that the children of your 
parish are watching you and see every action. We witness 
to them by what we say and do with each other. Do we 
call people by name and ask about them with sincerity 
and caring, showing that we are in relationship with our 
fellow Christians? Are we involved in some form of spiri-
tual growth on a regular basis? We cannot ask children to 
go to “Sunday School” if we are not doing anything to 
increase our own knowledge and learning. Do we talk 
about our faith aloud? Children need to hear people using 
God-words to build up. Lastly, do we provide opportuni-
ties for children to continue on their personal journeys?  
 
Think about ways that you proclaim the Good News of 
God in Christ to those around you. Then add something 
new this summer or in the fall to increase your witness to 
others. If you have no idea what you might do, contact 
the director of your home parish’s Christian Formation 
programs or your clergy person and ask how you might 
help. It could mean providing needed supplies or bringing 
cookies for a snack or sharing your personal story with a 
group. All you need to do is take the first step and ask. 
God will bless your efforts.  
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