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UNITED THANK OFFERING GRANT AWARDED TO URBAN MINISTRIES OF DURHAM 

Eva Morriss, UTO Coordinator—uto@ecw-nc.org 
 
 

A  $2,000.00 United Thank Offering grant has been awarded to The Urban Ministries of Durham to ex-
pand the program, Feed The Hungry. This 2004 grant will help extend the hours of the Food Panty so 
it can be open two evenings per week. Evening hours will increase access to food for the working poor 

who are unable to visit the Panty during business hours because of job responsibilities. 
 
During the past four years, there have been three UTO grants awarded in the  Diocese of North Carolina. In 
2001, Christ the King, Charlotte, received a grant to provide educational and playground equipment to serve 
the vast numbers of children and youth in the intercity area. In 2003, La Case de San Marcos/Saint Mark's 
House, Wilson, was awarded a generous United Thank Offering grant to build an interracial and multicultural 
community center adjacent to St. Mark's Church. This parish center will reach out to residents (including more 
than 500 children) in a 12-block Black and Hispanic neighborhood.   
 
With the receipt of each UTO grant, we are reminded of the power of prayers, giving thanks, and making our 
offerings-a mission of the Episcopal Church for more than 100 years. 
 
The United Thank Offering Committee met April 20-27 in California to finalize the grant funding.  
$2,741,965.54 was awarded.  USA and Regional grants totaled 50.9%. Overseas applicants received 49.1% of 
the grants. Nineteen grants totaling over $304,000 were awarded in Province IV.   
 
Into the Fields Farmworker Housing Project, the second application selected by the Diocese of North Carolina 
UTO Screening Committee, was not considered. The National UTO Committee felt it did not meet UTO Grant 
Policy and Criteria. Many hours and days of prayerful deliberation are spent deciding on the UTO grants to be 
awarded. The line is often fine with respect to Policy and Criteria. Their job is an awesome responsibility! 
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 March Madness 

ECW Branches Promote Literacy Throughout the Diocese 

In November of 2003, the March Madness literacy 
program for preschool age children was introduced to 
the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of North 
Carolina during their annual meeting. March Madness 
is the brainchild of Thompson Children’s Home Early 
Childhood Outreach Program. ECW branches were 
challenged to select a preschool or day care and 
initiate a reading campaign during the month of 
March. To encourage the efforts, the Diocesan ECW 
Executive Board voted to give to any branch that 
requested it a $25 grant to offset the cost of books 
given to each child to take home. While a few branches 
were already involved in similar outreach, six more 
answered this specific call to action. Many have 
indicated they intend to continue their efforts to 
promote literacy.    
 
By the Numbers 
 
Four hundred fifty-two children, and their families, 
benefited from March Madness this year thanks to the 
ECW. In all, Episcopal Church Women read 19,192 
books to the preschoolers. Three branches – Church of 
the Epiphany in Rocky Mount, Church of the Holy 
Comforter in Charlotte and Galloway Memorial 
Chapel in Elkin – accepted the offer of $25 grants for 
book purchases. Like other branches, they also used 
money from their own treasuries (and in one case, a 
Diocesan ECW Convocation Outreach Grant) in order 
to give at least one book to each family and host 
celebratory events such as pizza parties for the 
children. 
 
• Charlotte Convocation: Holy Comforter-Charlotte 

adopted Holy Comforter Weekday School and Humpty 
Dumpty Academy.  

 
• Raleigh Convocation: Christ Church-Raleigh adopted 

Growing Together Preschool. 
 
• Rocky Mount Convocation had three participating 

branches: Calvary Parish-Tarboro, Epiphany-Rocky 
Mount and St. Timothy's-Wilson. Calvary worked 
with seven preschools and daycares. Those were: 
Calvary Preschool, First Baptist Preschool, His 
Majesty's Children, Learning Stones, Little Angels, 
Tarboro Edgecombe Academy and Think & Grow 

Child Care. Epiphany adopted the Fairview Early 
Childhood Center, and St. Timothy's adopted St. 
Timothy's Early Childhood School.  

 
• Winston-Salem Convocation: Galloway 

Memorial Chapel-Elkin worked with Oak Grove 
Head Start. 

 
Making it Happen  
True Story #1 
Submitted by Calvary Parish in Tarboro 
 
A tiny finger is gently pressed to a paper and the 
thumbprint makes a contract. As a result of that simple 
contract, 271 Tarboro preschoolers had a total of 7,148 
books read to them during the month of March. 
 
The program, March Madness, is a reading program 
for preschool children promoted by the Thompson 
Children’s Home, which is headquartered in Charlotte. 
The Calvary Episcopal Churchwomen took on the 
sponsorship of the program in Tarboro.   
 
Books were purchased for the centers whose parents 
and teachers agreed to read to the children.  Seven 
preschool centers chose to commit to the reading 
schedule (see list above). Janice Cutchin, President of 
the Episcopal Churchwomen, visited each preschool 
once a week during March to pickup paperwork and 
encourage progress.  She also helped with orientation 
sessions with teachers and preschool directors.  
Children were asked to signal their cooperation by 
signing their thumbprint on the dotted line.  The 
Calvary Episcopal Churchwomen pledged $600 for the 
reading program to be used for the purchase of books 
and other supplies. 
 
“It was an exciting and very meaningful project,” 
Janice said.  “It turned out to be a small idea which led 
to big opportunities.” 
 
Janice explained that the program included kickoff 
parties, free ice cream cones compliments of Dairy 
Queen, personal book bags decorated by the children 
and special bulletin boards and individual charts to 


