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TWElve awarded lex mathews scholarships   
Velma Bradshaw lexmathews@ecw-nc.org  

• Katherine Shurman, Wilson: Special Education 
• Alison Hadley, Charlotte: Certification in Phlebotomy 
• Anne Harriman, Greensboro: Marketing & Textile Design 
• Laura McCarthy, Raleigh: Occupational Therapy 
• Lisa Owens, Rocky Mount: Health Information Technology 
• Jacqueline Roemer: North Carolina Teacher Certification  
• Janet Gentes, Laurinburg : Business Degree 
• Elizabeth Pearce, Raleigh:  North Carolina Teacher Certification  
• Jill Parody, Rockingham: Certification in Paraoptometric 
• Stephanie Madziyauswa, Winston-Salem: Nursing Degree 
• Susan McDonald, Concord: Dental Assistant 
• Kristine Fisher, Charlotte: Associate in Art Degree 
 

In April, the Lex Mathews Scholarship Committee met at Saint Paul’s in Winston-Salem to select the recipi-
ents for the 2004-2005 academic year. The recipients and educational goals are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In all, there were 24 applicants. These women came from various walks of life but were united in their desire 
to better their circumstances and thus the circumstances of their families. The Lex Mathews Scholarship Fund, 
administered by the ECW of the Diocese of North Carolina, is designed to assist adult women (age 23 and 
older) from the Diocese of North Carolina who need further education to enter or re-enter the workforce or to 
upgrade their skills in order to improve their employability.  

 
In preparing for their futures, scholarship applicants indicated interest in a range of studies including nursing, 
dental hygiene, business, health information technology, occupational therapy, marketing and teaching.  
 
This year, the Scholarship Committee was able to distribute $13,000 among 12 women. Unfortunately, those 
numbers are lower than previous years as a poor economy affected the scholarship fund’s interest rate. The 
need will remain strong, however. So please, as budget time approaches in ECW branches, consider placing 
this scholarship as a line item in your budget. Even a small amount symbolizes your awareness that a woman 
opting to continue her education is doing a brave and useful thing despite many obstacles.  
These scholarships really do make a difference.                                                                                                                  
 
Members of the Scholarship Committee are Chairman Velma Bradshaw, Deborah DeBourg-Brown, Julia El-
see, Marcia Kephart, Marjorie Northup and Jenny Haase. Information about the Lex Mathews program can be 
found on the Diocesan ECW’s web site, www.ecw-nc.org. Click on “Service.” 
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Profile: 
Vivian Edwards altarguild@ecw-nc.org 

Coordinator of Altar Guild 
 
I am a native of Henderson, North Carolina. After marrying Frank we 

moved up the road to Middleburg.  I am a member of St. John’s-Henderson, and have served there as church 

secretary, treasurer, vestry member, senior warden and ECW branch president.  My introduction to ECW 

came at an early age.  My mother, Helen, was a very active member, and at fund-raiser events I was the go-fer.  

(Our house was across the street from St. John’s). 

  

My good friend Lucy Gray was my introduction to the Diocesan ECW. She urged me to become involved. It 

has been my good fortune to serve as co-chair of the Durham Convocation, Vice-President of the Executive 

Board and at present, Altar Guild Coordinator.  Three women in particular played a vital role in my education 

about and dedication to the ECW. I would like to thank them. They are Margaret Motsinger, Hannah Kitchin 

and May Sherrod.  The knowledge they’ve shared and the advice they’ve given me have been invaluable. The 

involvement and commitment of all the women is quite remarkable. As the MasterCard commercial illustrates, 

the friends made, the care and love given, and being a part of the ECW experience is priceless. 

 

I will be leaving the board in December, but my hope for a continuing diverse, strong and active Diocesan 

ECW will always be constant. 

.    

 

Vivian Edwards 
     


