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foregoing any personal profit. Since the groundbreaking, 
on the Day of Pentecost in May 2005, members and 
friends of Saint MarkÕs Church and La Guadalupana have 
gathered materials and supplies. 
 
The new community center reaches out to residents 
(including more than 500 children) in a 12-block Black 
and Hispanic neighborhood.  The Rev. Philip Byrum has 
expanded the Saint MarkÕs Church ministry to not only 
include regular services but has incorporated a ministry 
that has become a beacon of light in the neighborhood.  
Both congregations are committed to working together to 
keep a growing, worshiping community focused beyond 
themselves to seeking and serving Christ in their midst 
and in their troubled and distressed neighborhood.  Saint 
MarkÕs has approximately 60 members and La Guadalu-
pana has approximately 500 members. 
 
The new facilities are providing for the distribution of 
more than 6,000 pounds of food items delivered to Saint 
MarkÕs from the Food Bank of North Carolina.  Members 
from many faith communities in Wilson gather on the first 
Tuesday of each month to assist with the food distribution.   
Food is supplied to approximately 125 families with 400 
to 500 family members.  La Casa de San Marcos/Saint 
MarkÕs House also provides facilities for evening and 
summer programs as well as Bible School programs in 
English and Spanish.  Spanish-speaking men gather four 
times each week for Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. 
This summer, there is a 5-day-a-week feeding program for 
school-age children.  A new reading program has been 
started, focusing on children 0-5 years.  The reading pro-
gram welcomes older children and their parents. The 
church will also focus on migrant workers who are guests 
in our area. 
 
In the summer of 2006, the community center was ready 
for putting the finishing touches inside the facilities and 
preparing for landscaping and paving when the unimagin-
able happened. On August 13 Saint MarkÕs Church was 
severely damaged by fire set by an unknown arsonist.  
Demolition crews have removed the parish hall attached to 
the church. Saint MarkÕs Church has been cleaned.  The 
challenge before the congregation now is a thoughtful and 
wise consideration of the restoration of their church build-
ing. 
 
Lost in the fire were the vestments acquired by Rev. 
Byrum over the past 40 years, as well as books, Christian 
Education materials, altar linens and hangings, historical 
artifacts, oil paintings, tables, chairs and filing cabinets. 
The kitchen was a total loss. Located a mere 12 feet from 
the church, the new community center escaped the wrath 
of the fire. Within the church, the lovely hand-carved 

wooden Italian Madonna and Child, given in memory of 
Anne Byrum, remained unscathed. 
 
There is a huge BLESSING in all of this! The community 
center/parish hall, begun because of a grant award by the 
United Thank Offering, has become, for now, the 
ÒchurchÓ and with great planning and dedication, the 
ÒchurchÓ is truly sacramentally inviting. Since August 13, 
the day of the fire, there have been 40 Baptisms, seven 
weddings, six Quince Anos, 12 First Communions, and 
five Requiems. 
 
Loving gifts in many forms from throughout the Diocese 
of North Carolina and far beyond have come. Though a 
tragedy was felt, the two congregations have grown 
closer and each has grown closer to the communities be-
yond. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed  (John 20:29). 
Eva Morriss, UTO Coordinator  
Diocese of North Carolina ECW 
(252) 237-5020 
uto@ecw-nc.org 
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The Diocesan ECW has named Lynn 
Hoke archivist and historian for the 
Episcopal Church Women of the Dio-
cese of North Carolina. 
 
Lynn, who lives in Raleigh and is a member of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in that city, is a professional archivist and histo-
rian whose experience includes serving as the archivist for 200-
year old Grace Episcopal Church in New York City and the 
Baylor College of Medicine archives and oral history project. 
(Her full resume may be viewed online at www.ecw-nc.org.) She 
started working part-time on behalf of Episcopal Church Women 
last January. Her first assignment: Review, catalogue and pre-
serve in archival quality storage all available documents related 
to the history of the ministries of the women of this diocese.  

The collection, which as of now dates to 1882, contains annual 
reports, yearbooks, handbooks, correspondence, meeting minutes, 
financial records, photographs, promotional resources, confer-
ence materials, scholarship and grant applications, historical 
sketches, newsletters, pamphlets, books, memorabilia, audio and 
video recordings.  

Two primary goals of the ECW archives and history program are 
to tell the story of all the women of the diocese and to help par-
ishÕs capture the history of their ECWs. YouÕll be hearing more 
from Lynn about how these things can be accomplished, so stay 
tuned. The ECW archives are located at Diocesan House, 200 
W. Morgan St., Raleigh. The collection is open by appointment 
only. For an appointment or to arrange a donation to the archives, 
contact  Lynn Hoke at archives@ecw-nc.org or (919) 834-7474. 
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The Diocesan ECW administers and 
helps finance the Lex Mathews Scholar-
ship program. The program began as a 
way to honor the ministry and memory  
of the Rev. Lex Mathews, who before 
his death in 1985 served as Director of 
Christian Social Ministries for the Dio-
cese of North Carolina. It is for  women 
of the diocese, age 23 and older, seeking 
either specialized training in vocational 
or technical skills, a degree or certifica-
tion below the masters or doctorate 
level, or continuing education courses 
for upgrading job skills.  
 
The scholarships are geared to Episcopa-
lians or someone sponsored by an Epis-
copalian. They are awarded annually in 
the spring, and are an effort to help 
women, many of whom are solely re-
sponsible for their families, to achieve 
self-sufficiency by getting the education 
necessary to enter or reenter the work-
force. In addition to Episcopal Church 
Women, family and friends of Rev. 
Mathews are the primary contributors to 
the fund.  The pot of money available 
for scholarships each year comes from 
interest earned by the fund, and typically 
comes to $12,000 to $15,000. Generally, 
scholarship amounts run between $500 
and $2,000 for one academic year. 
 
The Lex Mathews Scholarship Commit-
tee, chaired by ECW Vice-President 
Velma Bradshaw, sorts through the 20 to 
30 or so requests each year and makes 
decisions based on demonstrated need, 

the quality of the application and the 
amount of money available to grant. The 
ECW President, in consultation with the 
chairperson, appoints members of the 
committee. This yearÕs committee was 
comprised of: Anne Phillips-Rocky 
Mount Convocation; Carolyn Owens-
Raleigh Convocation; Shirley Sadler-
Winston Salem Convocation; Nancy 
Wood-Durham Convocation; Marcia 
Kephart-Charlotte Convocation; and 
Jenny Haase-Raleigh Convocation. 
More information about the Lex 
Mathews Scholarships, including schol-
arship applications, can be found online 
at www.ecw-nc.org.  
or directed to Velma Bradshaw. She can 
be reached at  lexmathews@ecw-nc.org 
or (252) 823-4266 or 905 St. Andrew 
Street, Tarboro, NC 27886. 
 
The Lex Mathews Scholarship Com-
mittee of the Diocesan ECW has an-
nounced the  recipients of grants for 
the 2007-08 school year. They are: 
 
! " Merrilee Bridgeman of Holy Com-

forter-Charlotte $500: Queens 
University for teacher certification 

 
! " Betty Finoh of St. TitusÕ-Durham  

$2,000:  NC Central University for 
 degree in social work 
 
! " Johneva Lea Green of St. Michael 

and All Angels-Charlotte $1,500: 
UNC Charlotte for degree in busi-
ness administration 

 
! " Katherine Hinson, St. AndrewÕs-

Charlotte $2,000: Empire School 
of Beauty for cosmetology teach-
ing certification                                                          

 
! " Sharon Horn, St. MaryÕs 

School-Raleigh $1,500: Excel-
sior College of Albany, NY for 
online R.N. degree 

 
 

! " Kathy Inman, All Saints-
Hamlet $1,500: final semester 
at Richmond Community Col-
lege for Early Childhood 
Teacher Associate degree, then 
to UNC-Pembroke for degree in 
elementary education 

 
! " Regina McDonald, All Saints-

Hamlet $500:  Richmond Com-
munity College for associate 
degree in human services/ so-
cial work                                                

 
! " Jamie Nichols, St. PeterÕs-

Charlotte $500: UNC Charlotte 
for degree in social work 

 
! " Kim Sharpe, All Saints-Hamlet 

$1,500: UNC Pembroke for de
 gree in elementary education 
 
! " Debbie Staley, St. LukeÕs-

Salisbury $1,400:  Salem Col-
lege for degree in music 

 
! " Janet Sutton, All Saints-

Concord $600: Cabarrus Col-
lege of Health Sciences for as-
sociate degree in nursing. 

 
! " Teresa Watkins, Chapel of Christ 

the King-Charlotte $500: UNC 
Charlotte for degree in elementary 
education 
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Three of the 12 Lex Mathews Scholarship winners 
happen to be from All SaintsÕ Church in Hamlet. Pic-
tured left to right are B. J. Lowry, president of All SaintÕs 
ECW; 31- year old Kim Sharpe, scholarship recipient; 
Gina McDonald, 48, scholarship recipient;  the Rev. 
Marty Stebbins, Cluster Missioner. Not shown, Kathy 
Inman, scholarship recipient. 


